
 
 
 
 
 

March 1, 2023 
 
 
The Honorable Tate Reeves 
Governor of Mississippi 
Office of the Governor 
550 High Street 
Sillers Building, 19th Floor 
Jackson, MS 39201 
 
 
Dear Governor Reeves: 
 
 The Southern Renewable Energy Association is a nonprofit trade association for large 
scale wind, solar, energy storage and transmission development companies. Our members are 
investing hundreds of millions of dollars in renewable energy projects in Mississippi and are 
excited to support more economic development in the state. 
 
 We are writing to express our concern regarding SB2341 and request that you veto 
this bill. The bill is designed to protect monopoly utility interests over the state’s electric grid 
against competition, while doing nothing to improve the state’s infrastructure.  
 

You may ask, why is this bill arriving at this exact moment? Entergy is a part of a larger 
grid system called the Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO). MISO is getting 
close to a point where they may identify large scale transmission projects for Mississippi that 
could reduce costs and improve grid efficiency. This process is called MISO’s Long Range 
Transmission Planning process Tranche 3, and it is due out in 2024/2025. However, MISO’s 
process includes competitive bidding for these large-scale transmission projects – meaning 
Entergy would need to compete to win transmission projects. SB2341 would eliminate MISO’s 
competitive bidding process for Entergy, ensuring the company wins any proposed 
transmission projects. We believe this to be the primary motivation for passing this bill at this 
particular time. 
 

When MISO found a needed transmission project in Texas and put it out for bid in 
2018, a competitor of Entergy’s won the bid. Shortly thereafter in 2019, a similar bill to SB2341 
was passed in Texas. Entergy Texas then used that Texas bill to stop additional grid 
improvements from being made by their competitor.1 Without robust transmission planning 
and investment, renewable energy development can be much more difficult. Our concern with 
SB2341 is that the bill is designed to stymie transmission development, not foster good 
infrastructure investment, just like what happened in Texas. 
 

A recent 2022 United States 5th Circuit Court of Appeals decision found that Texas’ 
law violates the United States’ Constitution. The decision begins, “Imagine if Texas—a state 
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that prides itself on promoting free enterprise—passed a law saying that only those with 
existing oil wells in the state could drill new wells.  It would be hard to believe.  It would also 
raise significant questions under the dormant Commerce Clause. …Texas recently enacted 
such a ban on new entrants in a market with a more direct connection to interstate commerce 
than the drilling of oil wells: the building of transmission lines that are part of multistate 
electricity grids.” 2  We believe that SB2341 similarly raises significant question under the 
Constitution’s Commerce Clause, as already established by the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals.  

 
We encourage you to veto SB2341.  

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Simon Mahan 
SREA Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Ethan Howard (February 14, 2023). "NextEra, renewable trade group urge FERC to keep competitively bid 
East Texas transmission project alive," Utility Dive. [https://www.utilitydive.com/news/nextera-srea-ferc-
entergy-miso-Hartburg-Sabine-transmission/642692/] 
2 NextEra Energy versus Public Utility Commission of Texas, United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth 
Circuit. No. 20-50160. [https://cases.justia.com/federal/appellate-courts/ca5/20-50160/20-50160-2022-08-
30.pdf?ts=1661902220] 


